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Loving God, loving one another, and embracing  

our community and world with Jesus 
  



Lord’s Day Worship  
July 26, 2020 

 
 
 

Call to Worship  
 
Psalm 150:1-6 
 

Praise the Lord.  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 
heavens. Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing 
greatness. Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the 
harp and lyre, praise him with timbrel and dancing, praise him with the 
strings and pipe, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with 
resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise 
the LORD. 

 
10,000 Reasons Song 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Confessing Our Sins Together 
 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
 

… we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is 
being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for 
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

Our Father, we confess that our eyes are often fixed only on visible 
things. We forget the spiritual war that rages around us, and as a 
result are often caught off guard. We succumb to the attacks of the 
enemy due to our carelessness, faithlessness, and prayerlessness. 
Forgive us our many sins, and enable us to stand and witness in the 
grace of Christ, our great Savior and Redeemer. For we pray in His 
Name. Amen. 

  



Rejoicing in Our Forgiveness 
 

Psalm 18:1-2 
 

I love you, Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my 
deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of 
my salvation, my stronghold. 
 

A Mighty Fortress Song 
 
Mercies Anew Song 
 
Praying for Our Church 
 

Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Giving of Tithes & Offerings  
 
Breathe On Me Breath of God Hymn #334 

 
Hearing God’s Word Together 

 

The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 4. 23-37 

Praying & Giving 

 
What a Friend Hymn #629 
 
Benediction Romans 15:5-6 
 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may 

with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  



Scripture Reading 
 

Acts 4. 23-37 (English Standard Version) 

23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported 
what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they 
heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign 
Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in 
them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said 
by the Holy Spirit, 

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered 

together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your 
hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, 
look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak 
your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, 
and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they 
were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was 
his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power 
the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at 
the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which 
means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a 
field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles' feet.  



The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 4. 23-37 

Praying & Giving 
 

… and great grace was upon them all. 
 
I. The Grace of Boldness in Prayer 
 

A. The sovereignty of God (v. 24) 
 
 

B. The confidence of God (vs. 25-30) 
 

• God is never __________________ 
 

• God is never __________________ 
 
 
II. The Grace of Generosity in Giving 
 

A. The Motivation (v. 33) 
 
 
 

B. The Result (vs. 32, 34-35) 
 
 
 

C. The Example (vs. 36-37) 
 
 

• ______________________ 
 
 

• ______________________ 

 

  



Sermon Quotes & References: 
 

I’ve long been taught that the Christian’s ultimate family is God’s 

family; that the church is our primary place of belonging; that our 

brothers and sisters in Christ are the ones with whom we are truly at 

home. And I’ve always believed that to be true. And yet I now know this 

truth in much more than just a pleasant, but theoretical, sense. 

 

I love the family that I was born into by blood. Deeply. Intensely. 

Richly. Unwaveringly. I am so, so thankful for them. And yet I’ve come 

to realize that the people of my spiritual family are able to understand, 

love, encourage, uphold, know me in a way that my closest relatives 

simply can’t … at least not until they themselves have been reborn into 

that same adopted family. It’s an unsettling, uncomfortable, awkward, 

even hurtful truth. And yet, truth it is.  

 

We have been united with others in Christ. We share the same Father, 

the same Savior, the same Spirit. Together we have been saved from our 

sin, by unmerited grace through our common faith. We bear each other’s 

burdens, shoulder each other’s loads, lift each other up in prayer, 

sacrificially love each other. Side by side we walk the same spiritual 

journey towards the grave, and then to our shared eternal life in the 

Kingdom. That we are each other’s primary family is much more than 

just a comforting theological sentiment. It is the confronting, and yet 

wondrous, truth of our reality as those who have, together in Christ, been 

adopted into his family.  

Anonymous, The Gospel Coalition 

 

  



Providence Activities & Events  July 26, 2020 

This Week: 
Today .................. 3D youth Group, 6:00 p.m. at church 
Tuesday ............... Women’s Ephesians Bible Study, 7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday ......... Nowicki’s HFG, 6 p.m. at church 
Thursday ............. Revelation Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Saturday .............. Women’s Ephesians Bible Study, 8:00 a.m. at the Pavilion 
 

Announcements: 
 

Meet and Greet the Cosner Family, Next Sunday, August 2, 5:30 at the Pavilion. The 
search committee has invited associate pastoral candidate Mike Cosner and his family 
to come visit Providence. They will be here July 31 to August 2.  You will have an 
opportunity to talk with Mike, wife Chrissy and their daughter & family at an informal 
Meet & Greet on Sunday evening, August 2, 5:30 p.m. at the pavilion. There is a sign-
up for snacks, desserts and drinks on Sign up Genius which you will find the link in your 
email. Keeping in mind COVID safety measures, all drinks, snacks, desserts should be 
pre-packaged (ie. Snack packages or if homemade desserts, such as, brownies, 
cookies, pie and cake slices all wrapped for individual use), to avoid contamination. 
Thank you! Any questions please see Heather McIlwraith. 
 
Congregational Meeting, Sunday, August 9, 6:00 p.m. at church.  The session of 
Providence Presbyterian Church is calling a special congregational meeting for 
presentation and consideration of Mr. Mark Opdycke for the office of deacon. There 
will be two items on the meeting agenda a couple of By-law changes will be presented 
and a secret ballot will be taken for the election of Mr. Mark Opdycke.   Please 
prayerfully consider this important decision for both Mark and our church family.  Any 
questions please see one of the elders. 


