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Loving God, loving one another, and embracing  

our community and world with Jesus 
  



Lord’s Day Worship  
August 23, 2020 

 
 
 

Call to Worship  
 
Luke 19:37-40 
 

When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of 
Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices 
for all the miracles they had seen: “Blessed is the king who comes in the name 
of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” Some of the Pharisees 
in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” “I tell you,” he 
replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

 
How Can I Keep From Singing Song 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Confessing Our Sins Together 
 

Psalm 115 
 

Almighty God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole 
heart, soul, mind and strength. We admit that our hearts are full of 
idols. Even when we worship you, we are half-hearted; our thoughts 
of you are too small; we make you in our own image rather than 
worship you in spirit and in truth.  
 
Thank you that you have saved us and make us true worshipers 
through Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, help us to offer our whole lives in 
heartfelt worship. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 

Rejoicing in Our Forgiveness 
 

Romans 8:1-4 
 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set 
you free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do 
because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.  And so he condemned sin in the 



flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in 
us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
 

Hallelujah Jesus Song 
 
Forever Song 
 
Praying for the Work of the Church  (8:30 a.m.) 
 
The Ordination of Mark Opdycke to the Office of Deacon  (10:30 a.m.) 
 

Giving of Tithes & Offerings  
 
Speak O Lord Song 

 
Hearing God’s Word Together 

 

The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 5. 41 – 6.15 

Serving Tables & Preaching the Word 

 
 
Take My Life and Let It Be Hymn #585 
 
Benediction Hebrews 13:20-21 
 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what 

is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

  



Scripture Reading 
 
Acts 5. 41 – 6.15 (English Standard Version) 
 
41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in the 
temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching that the Christ is Jesus. 

6.1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their 
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve 
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we 
should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, 
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what 
they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and 
Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they 
set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests 
became obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was 
doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of those 
who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of 
the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, 
rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the 
wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly 
instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the people and the elders 
and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him 
before the council, 13 and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man 
never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14 for we 
have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and 
will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, 
all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

  



The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 5. 41 – 6.15 

Serving Tables & Preaching the Word 
 
I. The Issue (v. 1) 
 

“… there was a murmuring of the Hellenists against the Hebrews …” 

 
 
 
II. The Solution (v. 2-6) 
 

A. The __________________ of the Word 
 
 

B. The __________________ by the church 
 

• Good reputation 

• Full of the Holy Spirit 

• Full of wisdom 
 

C. The __________________ by the apostles 
 
 
III. The Effect (vs. 7-15) 
 

A. A significant increase in … 
 

• The ________________ 

• The number of ___________________ 

• The conversion of ________________ 
 
 

B. A serious charge of … 
 

• Speaking against the Temple 

• Speaking against the law of Moses 
  



Sermon Quotes and References: 
 

What is meant by the “Hellenists”? This refers to those speaking Greek 

as their primary language, points inevitably to differences in cultural 

experience as well. Since at this stage in the Church’s growth only Jews 

were members (the first Gentiles join in Acts 10.47 and 11.20-21), these 

Hellenists were Jewish believers in Christ for whom Greek was their 

primary language. There were in Jerusalem several thousand former 

“Diaspora” (or Dispersion) Jews; that is, Jews who had lived most of 

their lives in Greek-speaking cities and towns in other lands (because of 

their dispersion from their homeland because of persecution, war, or 

enslavement), and had returned to Jerusalem. Verse 9 refers to a 

synagogue of former slaves from Diaspora cities that gathered together 

in Jerusalem for worship & community. The most characteristic reason 

for a move to Jerusalem would have been “retirement”, the desire to end 

one’s days in the holy city. If so, then it is likely that widowed women 

would have represented a high percentage of that demographic. A 

significant number of these Hellenists, then, had responded to the gospel 

and had joined the Church. 

John Stott, The Message of Acts 

  



Providence Activities & Events  August 23, 2020 

This Week: 
Today .................. 3D, 6:00 p.m. at church 
Tuesday ............... Women’s Ephesians Bible Study, 7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday ......... Nowicki’s HFG, 6:00 p.m. at church 
Thursday ............. Revelation Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 

Announcements: 
 

Discovering Providence 2-Part Lunch and Learn Classes, next week, August 30 and 
September 13 at 12:30-2:30 p.m. If you are new to Providence or want to find out 
more about the church, please plan on attending this 2-part series. This is the first step 
if you are interested in membership, and you must attend both classes. (Note: you are 
under no obligation by taking the classes to become a member.) Please see Mike 
Boesch if you have any questions.  There is a sign up in the foyer; please place your 
name and contact information on the sheet. 
 
  



Understanding Ordination 
 
What is “Ordination”? 
 
The Book of Church Order defines ordination as “the authoritative 
admission of one duly called to an office in the Church of God, 
accompanied with prayer and the laying on of hands, to which it is 
proper to add the giving of the right hand of fellowship.” 
 

Book of Church Order, 17-2 
 
Ordination … is the formal setting aside of a called, sent, and qualified 
man from the fellowship of an ecclesiastical assembly consisting of 
God’s covenant people to a specific office, with vows affirming the 
responsibilities, power, and authority necessary for the fulfillment of the 
specified, ecclesiastical office. 
 

Notes from the 45th General Assembly of the PCA 
 
 
Why do we ordain by the “laying on hands”? 
 
It is certain, that when the apostles appointed any one to the ministry, 
they used no other ceremony than the laying on of hands (Acts 6.6; 
13.3; 1 Timothy 4.14; 2 Timothy 1.6). This form was derived … from the 
custom of the Jews, who, by the laying on of hands presented to God 
whatever they wished to be blessed and consecrated. In this way they 
consecrated pastors, leaders, and deacons  . . . By such a symbol the 
dignity of the ministry should be commended to the people, and he who 
is ordained, reminded that he is no longer his own, but is bound in 
service to God and the Church.  
 

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (IV, 3:16) 
 

 
What are the different ordained “offices” in the church? 
 
The ordinary and perpetual classes of office in the Church are elders  
and deacons. Within the class of elder are the two orders: teaching 
elders and ruling elders. The elders jointly have the government and 
spiritual oversight of the Church, including teaching. The office of 
deacon is not one of rule, but rather of service both to the physical and 
spiritual needs of the people.  

Book of Church Order, 7-2 
 


