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Loving God, loving one another, and embracing  

our community and world with Jesus 
  



Lord’s Day Worship  
November 8, 2020 

 
 
 
 

Call to Worship  
 
Psalm 66:1-4 
 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him 
glorious praise! Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!  So great is your 
power that your enemies come cringing to you. All the earth worships you and 
sings praises to you; they sing praises to your name. 

 
10,000 Reasons Song 
 
Arise, My Soul, Arise Hymn #305 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Confessing Our Sins Together 
 

Ephesians 2:1-3 
 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we 
all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 
O Father, we are gathered before you, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
whose chosen dwelling place is with the broken and contrite, to 
confess that we have sinned in thought and word and deed; we have 
not loved you with all our heart and soul, we have not loved you with 
all our mind and strength; we have not even loved our neighbor as 
ourselves. 
 
In your mercy, deepen our sorrow for the wrong we have done and for 
the good we have left undone, so that we may hate our sin with a holy 
hatred. But, please Father, do not leave us in sorrow. With you, O 
Lord, there is forgiveness. In your mercy, restore the joy of our 
salvation; so that we may love you with a holy love. Amen.  



Rejoicing in Our Forgiveness 
 

Ephesians 2:4-7 
 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated 
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

His Mercy is More Song 
 

Boldly I Approach Your Throne Song 
 
Celebrating the Sacrament of Covenant Baptism 

Riako Manyok 
Manyok Jr. Manyok 

Austin Kaplan 
 
The Public Reception of New Members 

Austin Kaplan 
Riako Manyok 

Michael Vargas 
Maggie Walburn 

 
Praying for our Church 
 
Giving of Tithes & Offerings  
 
Ancient Words Song 

 
Hearing God’s Word Together 

 

The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 11. 1-18 

Potential Division 
 
How Deep the Father’s Love Song 
 
Benediction Colossians 3:12-14  



Scripture Reading 
 
Acts 11. 1-18 (English Standard Version) 
 
Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard 
that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter 
went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 
3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.”  
 
4 But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5 “I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great 
sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and 
it came down to me. 6 Looking at it closely, I observed animals and 
beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice 
saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; 
for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the 
voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, 
do not call common.’ 10 This happened three times, and all was drawn 
up again into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very moment three men 
arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 
12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These 
six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 
13 And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, 
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14 he will declare to 
you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 
15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the 
beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, 
‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 
17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's 
way?”  
 
18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, 
saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that 
leads to life.” 
 

 

 

  



The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 11. 1-18 

Potential Division 
 
I. A Negative Report (vs. 1-3) 
 

“You went in to men having uncircumcision and ate with them.” 

 
 
Applications: 
 

• Are you tempted to let _________ issues become central 
issues in the work of the gospel? 

 

• Are you willing to get your hands _______________ (and 
your reputation stained) as you share Jesus with others? 

 
 
II. A Faithful Defense (vs. 4-17) 
 

“And I remembered the word of the Lord …” 

 
 
Application: 
 

• Whose word do you most often ________________? 
 
 
III. A Joy-filled Response (v. 18) 
 

“… they fell silent, and they glorified God…” 

 
 
Application: 
 

• Our calling and privilege is to _______________ welcome 
those whom God has welcomed fully. 

  



Sermon Quotes and References: 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 

though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him 

thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

2 Corinthians 5. 16-17 

 

Hospitality might sound unexciting or initially feel confusing. But when 

the Bible speaks of hospitality, it almost always ties it to aliens and 

strangers—people who aren’t like us. If I had to come up with a biblical 

definition for hospitality, I’d say it means to give loving welcome to 

those outside your normal circle of friends. It’s opening your life and 

your house to those who are different than you are. 

 

Hospitality is all over the Bible. In fact, it’s so important to God that 

when Paul lists out the traits necessary for a man to be qualified for the 

office of elder in a local congregation, we find that he must be “above 

reproach, the husband of one wife, soberminded, self-controlled, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2). 

 

To be an elder, a man has to be able to open his life and show kindness 

to those who believe differently than he does? He has to open up his 

world to those outside of what he believes and what he senses? Yes. This 

is serious. It really is. 

 

Now why would the Bible be so serious about hospitality? If I could just 

boil it down to its most simple truth, it’s because God has been 

hospitable to us. Even when we were living as his enemies, God came 

and saved us. He opened the door and invited us into his presence. We 

demonstrate that we truly appreciate the divine hospitality we have 

received as we extend our own hospitality to those around us. 
 

Matt Chandler, Hospitality is Courageous 

 
  



 

Providence Activities & Events November 8, 2020 

Task Schedule This Week Next Week 

Snack Provider ........................... S & B Lacock ........................... Dyer 
Greeting Upper Level ................. Opdycke ................................. Rhodes 
Greeting Lower Level ................. B. Bergey ................................ R. Condon 
Sound Booth .............................. Ethan/Isaac/Nick ............. Heather/Maggie/Sam/Ethan 
Simulcast Downstairs ................. Eric ......................................... Eric 
Congregational prayer led by .... Steve Haldeman ..................... Bill Miles 
 

This Week: 
Today .................. Annual Congregational Meeting, following morning worship 
Tuesday ............... Ladies 2 Kings Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. at church 
 ............................ Ladies Romans Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. at church 
Wednesday ......... Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, 8:00 a.m. at church 
Thursday ............. Revelation Bible Study, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Saturday .............. Ladies James Bible Study, 8:30 a.m. at church 
 

Announcements: 
 

Homemade Ornament Exchange: It's time to get creative, gather your supplies and 
create a special ornament to display on the Providence Christmas Tree. Then on 
Sunday, December 20th following the service we'll have an exchange. Bring your 
ornaments to church November 29 through December 20. Include the year and your 
name on the ornament. Families, singles of all ages, couples - please participate and 
create a keepsake for someone in our church family. Questions, contact Janet Stever: 
janetstever@gmail.com 267-371-9990 
 
Operation Christmas Child:  The countdown has begun for 2020! Due to restrictions in 
place OCC will commence as follows: 1.) We have 20 plastic boxes available to fill this 
year 2.) Items to fill the boxes and monetary contribution will be accepted. (please 
leave donations on the upper level by the round table; Sue will pick them up each 
week) 3.) There will not be a stand with the empty boxes please contact Sue Wilsey; 
call: 267.261.6202 or email suewilsey@verizon.net, if you would like one.  Last Sunday 
to contribute is next week, Nov. 15th. 
 
Thanksgiving Boxes:  Thank you for signing up to donate food items for our special 
Thanksgiving Boxes.  There are a few items on the list if you would still like to 
contribute.  The signup will be posted on Monday’s email “Weekly News & Updates” 
You may contact Diane Henderson if you have any questions.   Last day to bring items 
in is November 22.  Please leave your donations by the Christ’s Cupboard Pantry in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Any cold or frozen items can be placed in the refrigerator/freezer in 
the kitchen.  Please mark your items for Thanksgiving Boxes. 
  

mailto:janetstever@gmail.com


 

The Sacrament of Covenant Baptism 

Our church baptizes older children and adults upon profession of faith, 
and baptizes younger children and infants presented for baptism by one 
or more believing members of the church. 
 
Here is why we baptize younger children and infants… 
 
Infant baptism is based upon the continuity between New Covenant 
baptism and the Old Covenant rite of circumcision. A considerable 
amount of Scripture upholds this continuity. 
  

- In Romans 4.11, the apostle Paul notes that circumcision was 
the seal of “the righteousness of faith.” 

 
-  In Colossians 2:11-12, Paul points to the same spiritual reality 

(separation from the sinful nature) by means of both circumcision 
and baptism.  

 
Additionally, the privileges of the New Covenant are hardly less than 
those of the Old Covenant! The inclusion of children in the covenant is 
not rescinded under the New Covenant, but is directly affirmed in 
Jeremiah 31.33 and in Acts 2.38-39.  
 

- Gal. 3.27-29, one of the key texts on baptism, relates baptism to 
circumcision by rejoicing that not only men but women may 
receive the covenant sign, not merely Jews but Greeks, etc. 

 
By baptizing infant children of believers, we take seriously the promise 
at the core of God’s covenant: “I will be your God and the God of your 
children after you” (Genesis 17.7; Exodus 19 .5-6; Deuteronomy 7.6, 
14.2; Jeremiah 31.33). We take seriously Jesus’ words regarding the 
little children, as found in Matthew 19.13-14 … 
  
Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought 
them. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” When he 

had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. 
 
This is not just a story about how Jesus was nice to little children. These 
were covenant, circumcised children of Israel (at least the boys were 
circumcised). And here is the Lord of the Covenant laying His hands on 
them for blessing and praying for them to the Father. What an 



 

encouragement this is for us to bring our children to receive the blessing 
of the covenant sign of our Lord. 
 
Also, the Bible makes clear that children of believers are accountable as 
members of the covenant. In Ephesians 6.1, 4 and Colossians 3. 20-21, 
the apostle Paul commands children to obey their parents “in the Lord”. 
Parents, he says, are to bring their children up “in the training and 
instruction of the Lord”. Here we find that the children of believers are 
treated as Christians, receiving the benefits and being accountable to 
the commands.  
 
Furthermore, in 1 Corinthians 7.14, in a passage discussing marriage 
and divorce, Paul remarks that children of a believing parent are “holy”. 
Paul is not saying that these children are automatically saved or that 
they automatically come to faith in Christ; however, he is saying that 
such children are set apart in God’s sight. 
 
Finally, the Scriptures record household baptisms in the New Testament 
(Acts 16.15, 33-34; 1 Corinthians 1.16). Of only twelve actual baptisms 
recorded in the New Testament, three of them are household baptisms. 
Scripture does not tell us that infants were baptized in these occasions, 
nor does it say that all who were baptized believed. Instead the 
implication from these baptisms is that those under the headship of the 
head of the house received a benefit from his/her belief. That benefit 
was baptism, and a public identification with the church. 
 
It is because of the teaching of Scripture that our church, along with the 
whole of the Reformed tradition, baptizes younger children and infants 
of believing adults. In so doing we gratefully lay hold of the promise of 
our God, when he says: 
 

“I will establish my covenant between me and you and your seed after 
you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a 

god to you and to your seed after you.” 
Deuteronomy 29.10-13 

 

  



 

Please join us for our next  

Deep Dive  
 

When? 
next Sunday evening, November 15, 5-6pm 

 
Where? 

in the church sanctuary 

 
What? 

A time of teaching and Q&A where we will be tackling an 
important, easily-assumed, but often-misunderstood topic: 

 

What Does It Mean to be… 
 

 
 
 
 

It is no novelty, then, that I am preaching; no new doctrine. I love to 
proclaim these strong old doctrines that are called by nickname 

Reformed, but which are truly and verily the revealed truth of God as it 
is in Christ Jesus. By this truth I make my pilgrimage into the past, and 
as I go, I see father after father, confessor after confessor, martyr after 
martyr, standing up to shake hands with me . . . Taking these things to 
be the standard of my faith, I see the land of the ancients peopled with 

my brethren; I behold multitudes who confess the same as I do, & 
acknowledge that this is the religion of God's own church. 

Charles Spurgeon 
 


