
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

“growing a family 

to reach a community” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Loving God, loving one another, and embracing  

our community and world with Jesus 
  



Lord’s Day Worship  
January 17, 2021 

 

 
 

Call to Worship  
 
Psalm 30:1-3 
I will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths and did not let my 
enemies gloat over me. Lord my God, I called to you for help, and you healed 
me. You, Lord, brought me up from the realm of the dead; you spared me from 
going down to the pit.  
 

10,000 Reasons Song 
 

Crown Him with Many Crowns Hymn #295 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Confessing Our Sins Together 
 
Colossians 3:5-17 
 

Lord Jesus, forgive our sins.  
 
Forgive the sins that we remember, and the sins we have forgotten. 
Forgive our many failures in the face of temptation, and those times 
when we have been stubborn in the face of correction. Forgive the 
times we have been proud of our own achievements and those when 
we have failed to boast in your works. Forgive the harsh judgments we 
have made of others, and the leniency we have shown ourselves. 
Forgive the lies we have told to others, and the truths we have 
avoided. Forgive us the pain we have caused others and the 
indulgence we have shown ourselves.  
 
Lord Jesus, have mercy on us and make us whole. Amen. 
 

Rejoicing in Our Forgiveness 
 

Galatians 3:26-28 
 

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither 



Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 

Because He Lives Song 
 

Christ is Mine Forevermore Song 
 

Praying for the Work of the Church and the Spread of the Gospel 
 

Giving of Tithes & Offerings 
 

How Deep the Father’s Love Hymn #188 
 

Hearing God’s Word Together 
 

The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 15. 1-12 

The Jerusalem Council 
 
All I Have Is Christ Song 
 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:11 
 

Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, 
agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 

 will be with you. 
  



Scripture Reading 
 
Acts 14. 25 - 15. 12 (English Standard Version) 
 
25 And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, 
26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended 
to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled. 27 And when they 
arrived and gathered the church together, they declared all that God had 
done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 
28 And they remained no little time with the disciples. 
 
15.1 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, 
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot 
be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were 
appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this 
question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through 
both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the 
Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers. 4 When they came to 
Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the 
elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5 But some 
believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is 
necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of 
Moses.” 
 
6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this 
matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said 
to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice 
among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the 
gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, 
by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no 
distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 
10 Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on 
the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to 
bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus, just as they will.” 12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened 
to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had 
done through them among the Gentiles.   



The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 15. 1-12 

The Jerusalem Council 
 
I. A Troubling Visit (v. 1) 
 

A. The history 
 
 

B. The visitors 
 
 

C. The issue 
 
 
II. A Traveling Delegation (vs. 2-3) 
 
 
 
III. A Heated Council (vs. 4-12) 
 
While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the 
believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift 
of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were hearing them speaking in 

tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these 
people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Acts 10. 44-48 

 

 
IV. Some Applications for Today 
 

1. We must never tire of telling of God’s __________________. 
 
 

2. We must be zealous for the truth of the gospel. 
 

- Two errors: offering a false sense of _______________ 
and/or a false sense of _________________. 

 
  



Sermon Quotes and References: 
 
… when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 

stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he was 

eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated 

himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted 

hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by 

their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with 

the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a 

Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the 

Gentiles to live like Jews?” 

Galatians 2. 11-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rapid progress of Gentile evangelization in Antioch itself and in 

Cyprus and Asia Minor presented the more conservative Jewish 

Christians with a serious problem. The Jerusalem apostles had finally 

approved of Peter’s actions in Caesarea because they were attended by 

evident and public marks of divine approval; but now a completely new 

situation confronted them. There were now more Gentile Christians than 

Jewish Christians in the world. The Jewish Christians feared that the 

influx of so many Gentile believers would bring about a weakening of 

moral standards, and the evidence of Paul’s Corinthian correspondence 

shows that their misgivings were not unfounded. How was this new 

situation to be controlled? 

FF Bruce, The Book of the Acts 

  



Providence Activities & Events January 17, 2021 

Task Schedule This Week Next Week 

Greeting Upper-Level ................ Ken & Jo Rhodes .................... Bob and Carol Lacock 
Sound Booth .............................. Ethan/Abby/Sam .................... Ethan/Isaac/Darrin 
Simulcast Downstairs ................. Eric ......................................... Eric 
Congregational prayer led by .... Paul Wesner ........................... Paul Wesner 
 

This Week: 
 
Today  ................. 3D, 6:00 p.m. at church 
Monday ............... Tea Sweetened with Sisters, 9 a.m. Fellowship Hall (assigned group) 
Tuesday ............... Ladies 2 Kings, Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. at church 
 ............................ Women’s Ministry Team Meeting, 7:30 p.m. in the Nursery 
Wednesday ......... Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
Thursday ............. Tea Sweetened with Sisters, 7 p.m. Fellowship Hall (assigned group) 
Friday .................. B & C Lacock’s HFG, 6:30 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Announcements: 
 
Discovering Providence 2-Part online Classes , January 24 and February 7 from 1:00 – 
3:00 p.m. If you are new to Providence or want to find out more about the church, 
please consider attending this 2-part series. This is the first step if you are interested in 
membership, and you must attend both classes. (Note: you are under no obligation by 
taking the classes to become a member.) Please see Mike Boesch or Diane Henderson 
if you have any questions.  There is a sign up in the foyer; please place your name and 
contact information on the sheet.  We will email you the class materials and Zoom 
link. 
  



Calling all men of Providence! 
 

You are invited to a … 
 

 
 

When?  
Saturday January 30,  

8 - 9am 

 
Where?  

Providence sanctuary 

 
What? 

A time to pray for our church, our witness, our 
nation, ourselves, and our families. 

 
 
 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

1 Thessalonians 5. 16-18 
 

  



 
 


