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to reach a community” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Loving God, loving one another, and embracing  

our community and world with Jesus 
  



Lord’s Day Worship  
August 29, 2021 

 
 
 

Call to Worship  
 
2 Corinthians 1:19-22 
 

For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me 
and Silas and Timothy—was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has always been 
“Yes.” For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in 
Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. Now 
it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his 
seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come. 

 
See What a Morning Song 
 
Psalm 8 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  You have set your 
glory in the heavens. Through the praise of children and infants you have 
established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the 
avenger. When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of 
them, human beings that you care for them?  5 You have made them a little 
lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. You made them 
rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet: all 
flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, the birds in the sky, and the fish in 
the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is 
your name in all the earth! 

 
Psalm 8 Song 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Confessing Our Sins Together 
 
1 John 1:5-10 
 

Lord Jesus, we have sinned times without number, and been guilty of 
pride and unbelief, and of neglect to seek you in our daily lives. Our 
sins and shortcomings present us with a list of accusations, but we 



thank you that they will not stand against us, for all have been laid on 
Christ.  
 
Deliver us from every evil habit, every interest of former sins, 
everything that dims the brightness of your grace in us, everything that 
prevents us from taking delight in you. Amen. 
 

Rejoicing in Our Forgiveness 
 

1 John 2:1-2 
 

I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. He is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also the sins of the whole 
world. 

 
Wonderful, Merciful Savior Song 
 
He Will Hold Me Fast Song 
 
Praying for Our Covenant Children 
 
Giving of Tithes & Offerings 
 
Take My Life Hymn #585 

 
Hearing God’s Word Together 

 

The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 24. 1-23 

On Trial Before Felix 
 
Before the Throne of God Above Song 
 
Benediction Jude 24-25 
 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our 

Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.  Amen. 
 
  



Scripture Reading 
 
Acts 24. 1-23 (English Standard Version) 

And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders 
and a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before the governor their case 
against Paul. 2 And when he had been summoned, Tertullus began to 
accuse him, saying: 

“Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your foresight, 
most excellent Felix, reforms are being made for this nation, 3 in every 
way and everywhere we accept this with all gratitude. 4 But, to detain 
you no further, I beg you in your kindness to hear us briefly. 5 For we 
have found this man a plague, one who stirs up riots among all the Jews 
throughout the world and is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 
6 He even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him. (But the chief 
captain, Lysias, came and with great violence took him out of our hands, 
commanding his accusers to come before you.) 8 By examining him 
yourself you will be able to find out from him about everything of which 
we accuse him.” 

9 The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these things were 
so. 10 And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied: 

“Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation, I 
cheerfully make my defense. 11 You can verify that it is not more than 
twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, 12 and they did not 
find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the 
temple or in the synagogues or in the city. 13 Neither can they prove to 
you what they now bring up against me. 14 But this I confess to you, that 
according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our 
fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the 
Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, 
that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. 16 So I 
always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man. 
17 Now after several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to 
present offerings. 18 While I was doing this, they found me purified in the 
temple, without any crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia— 19 they 
ought to be here before you and to make an accusation, should they 



have anything against me. 20 Or else let these men themselves say what 
wrongdoing they found when I stood before the council, 21 other than 
this one thing that I cried out while standing among them: ‘It is with 
respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you this 
day.’” 

22 But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them 
off, saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your 
case.” 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in 
custody but have some liberty, and that none of his friends should be 
prevented from attending to his needs.  

 
 
 

Sermon Quotes and References 
 
Marcus Antonius Felix was a man of common birth, who owed his 
unprecedented advancement to a post of honor (usually reserved for the 
elite) to the influence which his brother Pallas exercised at the imperial 
court under Claudius. Felix’s term of office as procurator was marked by 
increasing instability and insurgency throughout the province, and by the 
emergence of the sicarii (“assassins”). The ruthlessness with which he 
put down these risings alienated many of the more moderate Jews, and 
led to further risings. Opposed to any threats to his reputation or grip on 
power, he had the former high priest, Jonathan, stabbed while 
performing his duties in the Temple by those of his own hire. Felix was 
one of the most depraved men of his time. Tacitus sums up his character 
and career in one of his most biting epigrams: “With all cruelty and lust 
Felix exercised the power of a king with the mind & spirit of a slave.”  
 

FF Bruce, The Book of the Acts 
 

You were unacceptable before God and other people. Now you are 

acceptable before God, though you might be unacceptable before others. 

Is that ok with you? 

Ed Welch, Shame Interrupted 

 
  



The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 24. 1-23 

On Trial Before Felix 
 
I. The Characters 
 

- Tertullus 
 

- Felix 
 
II. The Case 
 

A. The Prosecution (vs. 5-6) 
 

1) A __________________ 
2) A __________________ 
3) A “_________________” 

 
 

B. The Defense (vs. 10-21) 
 

It is with respect to the resurrection of the dead  
that I am on trial before you this day. 

 
 
III. The Confidence 
 

… it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In 
fact, I do not even judge myself … It is the Lord who judges me. 

1 Corinthians 4. 3-4 

 
A. We should never be surprised by ___________________. 

 
 

B. We should never be ______________________________. 
 
 

C. Having the right _________________ makes all the difference. 
  



Providence Activities & Events       August 29, 2021 

Task Schedule This Week Next Week 

Greeting Upper-Level ................ S. Ribeiro/J. Thompson........... M. Smith/M. Weber 
Greeting Lower-Level ................ M. Christiansen ...................... K & J Rhode 
Nursery ...................................... N. Lindner/A. Manyok ............ B. Bergey/ S. McClure 
Nursery Helper .......................... Riako Manyok ......................... Becky Advena 
Sound Booth .............................. Maggie/Heather/Ethan .......... Darrin/Isaac/Ethan 
Congregational prayer led by .... Bill Miles ................................. Paul Wesner 
 

This Week: 
Tuesday .............. Ladies Chronicles Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday ........ Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, 8:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall 
Thursday ............. Revelation Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall. 
 ........................... Men’s Bible Study, 7:00 p.m., at church 
 

Future: 
Sept 5. ................ Special Session Meeting, 6:00 p.m. at church 
Sept. 14 .............. Ladies Romans Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. at church* 
 

Announcements: 
 

Women in the Word: A Workshop coming October 22-23. Presented in person at 

Calvary Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Willow Grove.  The workshop is designed to help 

women study Scripture in a way that is informed, reasoned, and reverent – 

strengthening both those who teach and those who study on their own.  While there 

you will attend large group sessions and interactive study groups. Many Providence 

women have attended over the past 15 years and the retreat comes highly 

recommended.  This retreat has limited space and fills up quickly; you are encouraged 

to register as soon as possible.  Any questions please see Shannon Fodale. 

*The Ladies Romans Bible Study will start up again on Tuesday, September 14th at 6:30 

p.m.  They will meet at Providence on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month.  All ladies 

are invited to attend.  If you have any questions or would like to join them, please 

contact Rosanne Kelsall. 


