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Loving God, loving one another, and embracing  

our community and world with Jesus 
  



Lord’s Day Worship  
September 26, 2021 

 
 
 

Call to Worship  
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These 
commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 
the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates.  

 
Come People of the Risen King Song 
 
Ephesians 3:16-19 
 

 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 
O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus Song 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Confessing Our Sins Together 
 
1 John 1:5-10 
 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him 
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we 
say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 



Almighty and most merciful Father, we are thankful that your mercy is 
higher than the heavens, wider than our wanderings, deeper than all 
our sin. Forgive our careless attitudes toward your purposes, our 
refusal to relieve the suffering of others, our envy of those who have 
more than we have, our obsession with creating a life of constant 
pleasure, our indifference to the treasures of heaven, our neglect of 
your wise and gracious law. Help us to change our way of life so that 
we may desire what is good, love what you love, and do what you 
command, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Rejoicing in Our Forgiveness 
 

1 John 2:1-2 
 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He 
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of 
the whole world.  

 
Come to the Altar  Song 
 
The Lord is My Shepherd Song 
 
Praying for our Church, our Community, and our Nation 
 Elder Paul Wesner 
 
Giving of Tithes & Offerings 
 
I Have a Shelter in the Storm Song 

 
Hearing God’s Word Together 

 

The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 27 

God’s Wisdom in Life’s Storms  
Pastor Mark Fodale 

 
It is Well Hymn #691 
 
Benediction Jude 24-25  



Scripture Reading 
 
Acts 27 (English Standard Version) 

And when it was decided that we should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul 
and some other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort named 
Julius. 2 And embarking in a ship of Adramyttium, which was about to sail 
to the ports along the coast of Asia, we put to sea, accompanied by 
Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica. 3 The next day we put in at 
Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and gave him leave to go to his 
friends and be cared for. 4 And putting out to sea from there we sailed 
under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds were against us. 5 And when 
we had sailed across the open sea along the coast of Cilicia and 
Pamphylia, we came to Myra in Lycia. 6 There the centurion found a ship 
of Alexandria sailing for Italy and put us on board. 7 We sailed slowly for 
a number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as the wind 
did not allow us to go farther, we sailed under the lee of Crete off 
Salmone. 8 Coasting along it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair 
Havens, near which was the city of Lasea. 

9 Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now dangerous 
because even the Fast was already over, Paul advised them, 10 saying, 
“Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be with injury and much loss, not 
only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.” 11 But the centurion 
paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to 
what Paul said. 12 And because the harbor was not suitable to spend the 
winter in, the majority decided to put out to sea from there, on the 
chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, 
facing both southwest and northwest, and spend the winter there. 

13 Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had 
obtained their purpose, they weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, 
close to the shore. 14 But soon a tempestuous wind, called the 
northeaster, struck down from the land. 15 And when the ship was 
caught and could not face the wind, we gave way to it and were driven 
along. 16 Running under the lee of a small island called Cauda, we 
managed with difficulty to secure the ship's boat. 17 After hoisting it up, 
they used supports to undergird the ship. Then, fearing that they would 
run aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the gear, and thus they were 



driven along. 18 Since we were violently storm-tossed, they began the 
next day to jettison the cargo. 19 And on the third day they threw the 
ship's tackle overboard with their own hands. 20 When neither sun nor 
stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope 
of our being saved was at last abandoned. 

21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up 
among them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me and not 
have set sail from Crete and incurred this injury and loss. 22 Yet now I 
urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but 
only of the ship. 23 For this very night there stood before me an angel of 
the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, 24 and he said, ‘Do not 
be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has 
granted you all those who sail with you.’ 25 So take heart, men, for I have 
faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. 26 But we must run 
aground on some island.” 

27 When the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven across 
the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected that they were 
nearing land. 28 So they took a sounding and found twenty fathoms. A 
little farther on they took a sounding again and found fifteen fathoms. 
29 And fearing that we might run on the rocks, they let down four 
anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come. 30 And as the sailors 
were seeking to escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship's boat 
into the sea under pretense of laying out anchors from the bow, 31 Paul 
said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the 
ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of 
the ship's boat and let it go. 

33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, 
saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you have continued in 
suspense and without food, having taken nothing. 34 Therefore I urge you 
to take some food. For it will give you strength, for not a hair is to perish 
from the head of any of you.” 35 And when he had said these things, he 
took bread, and giving thanks to God in the presence of all he broke it 
and began to eat. 36 Then they all were encouraged and ate some food 
themselves. 37 (We were in all 276 persons in the ship.) 38 And when they 
had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into 
the sea. 



39 Now when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they 
noticed a bay with a beach, on which they planned if possible to run the 
ship ashore. 40 So they cast off the anchors and left them in the sea, at 
the same time loosening the ropes that tied the rudders. Then hoisting 
the foresail to the wind they made for the beach. 41 But striking a reef, 
they ran the vessel aground. The bow stuck and remained immovable, 
and the stern was being broken up by the surf. 42 The soldiers' plan was 
to kill the prisoners, lest any should swim away and escape. 43 But the 
centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. 
He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and make for 
the land, 44 and the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was 
that all were brought safely to land. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  



The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 27 

God’s Wisdom in Life’s Storms 
 
I. The Folly of Ignoring God’s Messenger (vs. 1-20) 
 

“… the winds were against us … and arrived with difficulty … coasting 
along it with difficulty … on the chance that somehow … a tempestuous wind 

… struck down from the land … we managed with difficulty … we were 
violently storm-tossed …” 

 
 
 

• Where are you _____________________ God’s wisdom from 
God’s Word through God’s messengers? 

 
 
II. The Wisdom of Heeding God’s Messenger (vs. 21-32) 
 
 “… you should have listened to me …” 

 
 
 
 

• How are you ____________________ to God’s wisdom from 
God’s Word through God‘s messengers? 

 
 
 
III. The Shelter of God’s Ultimate Messenger (vs. 33-44) 
 
 “… all were brought safely to land.” 

 
 
 

• Is your ______________ in Jesus? 
 
 
  



Providence Activities & Events   September 26, 2021 

Task Schedule This Week Next Week 

Greeting Upper-Level ................ Farrars .................................... H. Jackson/M. Smith 
Greeting Lower-Level................. Hendersons ............................ Achenbachs 
Coffee Fellowship Host .............. Fodales/Hendersons .............. Rhodes 
Nursery ...................................... K. McDonnell/S. Fodale .......... Dimmicks 
Nursery Helper........................... Riako Manyok ........................ Rachael Condon 
Sound Booth .............................. Maggie/Heather/Ethan .......... Darrin/Isaac/Ethan 
Congregational prayer led by .... Paul Wesner ........................... Steve Haldeman 
Deacon of the Month ................ Gary Stever ............................ Jonathan Waltenbaugh 
 

This Week: 
Tuesday ............... Ladies Chronicles Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall 
 ............................ Ladies Romans Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. at church 
Wednesday ......... Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
Thursday ............. Revelation Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall. 
 ............................ Men’s Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. at church 
Friday .................. Miles HFG, 7:00 p.m. at Snyder’s home, Quakertown 
Saturday .............. Crossroads Walk for Life & 5K Run, 9 a.m., Univest Performance Cntr 
 

Future: 
Nov. 6. ................. Hiking Trip at “The Pinnacle” trail 12:15 p.m. Hamburg, PA 
Dec. 5 .................. Varsity Singers coming to Providence, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Announcements: 
 

Join us today for Coffee & Fellowship time after our worship service.  Coffee, tea, water 
and lite snacks are provided by host families in the fellowship hall.  We are in need of 
people to volunteer to host.  A sign-up is on the credenza in the upper foyer.  Please 
see Jackie Thompson for more details or if you have any questions. 
 

Save-the-date: Sunday, December 5th at 6:00 p.m.  The Varsity Singers will be 
performing in concert at Providence. This choir is a special choir from Quakertown 
Community High School; their voices are amazing! Our very own Mike Kelsall was part 
of this amazing special Choir! So, mark your calendar and come out, enjoy, the special 
gifts God has given to these young people. Invite family and friends. A fellowship time 
will follow the concert. 
 

Walk for Life and 5K run is coming up soon!  October 2nd at 9 a.m.  If you’d like to have 

a t-shirt you will need to register by tomorrow.  A link has been set up if you’d like to 

donate to Crossroads Pregnancy Care Center.  All donations sent through the link will 

go under our Providence participants.  If you prefer to donate with cash or a check 

please see Rosanne Kelsall at church, she is happy to make sure they get to the CPC.  

The donation link is printed below and will be posted in our weekly eNews. 

https://www.runtheday.com/fundraise/totals/62959/providencepresbyterianchurch   

https://www.runtheday.com/fundraise/totals/62959/providencepresbyterianchurch


  



 


