
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

“growing a family 

to reach a community” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Loving God, loving one another, and embracing  

our community and world with Jesus 
  



Lord’s Day Worship  
October 3, 2021 

 
 
 

Call to Worship  
 
Psalm 9:7-10 
 

The Lord reigns forever; he has established his throne for judgment. He rules the 
world in righteousness and judges the peoples with equity. The Lord is a refuge 
for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. Those who know your name 
trust in you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you. 

 
Come Ye Sinners Song 
 
Psalm 103:1-5 
 

Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the 
Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—who forgives all your sins and 
heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with 
love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your 
youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 
Blessed Be Your Name Song 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Confessing Our Sins Together 
 
Hebrews 3:7-19 
 

Our Father, forgive us for the many ways in which we listen to Your 

Word with our ears, but do not submit to it in our minds and hearts, 

and with our lives. Forgive us for being like that person that Jesus 

warned of – preoccupied, fretful, frantically seeking and dwelling on 

the things of this world while neglecting Your Word and the things of 

Your kingdom. 

Forgive us by the work of our Lord Jesus Christ on our behalf. Thank 

you that the One who perfectly obeyed Your Word now stands in our 

place, and is our true and faithful High Priest. Amen. 



Rejoicing in Our Forgiveness 
 

Hebrews 4:15-16 
 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we 
are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of need. 

 
Let the Nations Be Glad  Song 
 
Is He Worthy? Song 
 
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving  Elder Steve Haldeman 
 
Giving of Tithes & Offerings 
 
Just As I Am Hymn #501 

 
Hearing God’s Word Together 

 

The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 28. 1-16 

A Circuitous Course 
Pastor Mark Fodale 

 
All the Way My Savior Leads Me Song 
 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper Together 
 
Behold Our God Song 
 
Benediction Matthew 28:18-20 
 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

 
  



Scripture Reading 
 
Acts 28. 1-16 (English Standard Version) 

After we were brought safely through, we then learned that the island 
was called Malta. 2 The native people showed us unusual kindness, for 
they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, because it had begun to rain and 
was cold. 3 When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on 
the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and fastened on his hand. 
4 When the native people saw the creature hanging from his hand, they 
said to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer. Though he has 
escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” 5 He, 
however, shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 
6 They were waiting for him to swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But 
when they had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to him, 
they changed their minds and said that he was a god. 

7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the 
chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained 
us hospitably for three days. 8 It happened that the father of Publius lay 
sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited him and prayed, and 
putting his hands on him, healed him. 9 And when this had taken place, 
the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also came and 
were cured. 10 They also honored us greatly, and when we were about to 
sail, they put on board whatever we needed. 

11 After three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the island, 
a ship of Alexandria, with the twin gods as a figurehead. 12 Putting in at 
Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 13 And from there we made a 
circuit and arrived at Rhegium. And after one day a south wind sprang 
up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli. 14 There we found 
brothers and were invited to stay with them for seven days. And so we 
came to Rome. 15 And the brothers there, when they heard about us, 
came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On 
seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage. 16 And when we came 
into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who 
guarded him. 

  



The Gospel According to Acts 
Acts 28. 1-16 

A Circuitous Course 
 
I. An Unexpected Journey 
 

“… after three months ….” 

 
 
What do we learn? The path of obedience is not always 
________________ (at least to us!). 
 
 
II. An Unlikely Mission 
 

“… the native people … the native people …” 

 
 
What do we learn? The situation in which God places us is most often 
______________________. 
 
 
III. An Instructive Response 
 

“… the rest of the people on the island … came and were cured.” 

 
 

What do we learn? Rather than waiting for the _______________ 
opportunity, we must take advantage of ______________ opportunity. 
 
 
IV. A Liberating Message 
 
… our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from 

all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are 
zealous for good works. 

Titus 2. 13-14 

 
  



Sermon Quotes and References 
 

 

 
 

 

 

… a gospel-driven pursuit of productivity is an act of gratitude toward 

God & love towards others. It is a way of counting others more 

significant than ourselves (Philippians 2:3). To be gospel-centered means 

to ask in everything: How can I build others up? This brings us back to 

the fundamental principle behind everything: You are here to do good 

for others, to the glory of God. All productivity practices, all of our 

work, everything is given to us by God for the purpose of serving others. 
 

Matt Perman, What’s Best Next? 
  



Providence Activities & Events   October 3, 2021 

Task Schedule This Week Next Week 

Greeting Upper-Level ................ H. Jackson/M. Smith ............... Rhodes 
Greeting Lower-Level ................ Achenbachs ............................ B & C Lacock 
Coffee Fellowship Host ............. Rhodes/Opdyckes 
Nursery ...................................... Dimmicks ................................ K. Phillips/A. Manyok 
Nursery Helper .......................... Rachael Condon...................... Aaron Buldo 
Sound Booth .............................. Darrin/Isaac/Ethan ................. Sam/Nick/Ethan 
Communion ............................... Robin Waltenbaugh 
Congregational prayer led by .... Steve Haldeman ..................... Steve Haldeman 
Deacon of the Month ................ Jonathan Waltenbaugh .......... Jonathan Waltenbaugh 
 

This Week: 
Sunday ................ 3D Youth Group, 6:00 p.m. at church 
Tuesday .............. Ladies Chronicles Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall 
 ........................... Fryauff’s HFG, 6:30 p.m., East Greenville 
Wednesday ........ Stever’s HFG, 6:30 p.m., Quakertown 
 ........................... Hobolds HFG, 6:30 p.m., Green Lane 
Thursday ............. Revelation Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall. 
Friday ................. B & C Lacock HFG, 6:30 p.m., Quakertown 
Saturday ............. Women’s Prayer Gathering, 8:00 a.m. in lower lobby 
 ........................... Stitches of Love, 1 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Future: 
Nov. 6. ................ Hiking Trip at “The Pinnacle” trail 12:15 p.m. Hamburg, PA 
Nov. 13 ............... Friendsgiving & Football, 2 p.m. at the Pavilion (more details to come) 
Dec. 5 ................. Varsity Singers coming to Providence, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Announcements: 
 

Join us today for Coffee & Fellowship time after our worship service.  Coffee, tea, water 
and lite snacks are provided by host families in the fellowship hall.  We are in need of 
people to volunteer to host.  A sign-up is on the credenza in the upper foyer. Thank you 
to all those who have signed up already.  Please see Jackie Thompson for more details 
or if you have any questions. 
 

Next Sunday is the Fellowship Meal, please bring a main dish, and a side or dessert to 
share; everyone is welcome to come. 
 

Save-the-date: Sunday, December 5th at 6:00 p.m.  The Varsity Singers will be 
performing in concert at Providence. This choir is a special choir from Quakertown 
Community High School; their voices are amazing! Our very own Mike Kelsall was part 
of this amazing special Choir! So, mark your calendar and come out, enjoy, the special 
gifts God has given to these young people. Invite family and friends. A fellowship time 
will follow the concert. 
 

  



 


