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Loving God, loving one another, and embracing  

our community and world with Jesus 
  



Lord’s Day Worship 
January 15, 2023 

 
 
 

Call to Worship  
 
Isaiah 6:1-4 
 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 
throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, 
each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one 
another:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his 
glory.” At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the 
temple was filled with smoke. 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy  Hymn #100 
 
Psalm 34:1-3 
 

I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will always be on my lips. I will glory  
in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice. Glorify the Lord with me; let us 
exalt his name together. 

 
Come Praise and Glorify Song 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Confessing Our Sins Together 
 
1 John 4:7-21 
 

Almighty God, we are sinners. Your Word and our hearts confirm that 
to us. We have done things You have forbidden and left undone things 
You have commanded. We have not loved You with all our hearts, 
souls, minds, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. As judge of the whole earth You would be just to condemn 
us.  
 
Yet in Your love You sent Christ to bear the guilt of our sin and suffer 
our punishment. To Him now we flee. Forgive us for His sake, and by 
Your Spirit help us to live in the light of His sacrifice. Judge us not 



according to our work but according to Your mercy in Jesus Christ. For 
in Him we hope and in Him we come before You this day. Amen.  
 

Rejoicing in Our Forgiveness 
 
Psalm 32:1-5 

 

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and in whose 
spirit is no deceit. When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my 
groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my 
strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to 
you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to 
the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

 
In Christ Alone Song 
 
Jesus, Thank You Song 
 
Prayer for Missions Elder Andy Economopoulos 
 
Giving of Tithes & Offerings 
 
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us Song 
 

Hearing God’s Word Together 
 

The Gospel According to Mark 
Mark 2. 23-3.6 

Lord of the Sabbath 
Rev. Mark Fodale 

 
Before the Throne Song 
 
Benediction 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 
 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and 
establish them in every good work and word. 
  



Scripture Reading 
 
Mark 2.23 – 3.6 (English Standard Version) 

23 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as they 
made their way, his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24 And the 
Pharisees were saying to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not 
lawful on the Sabbath?”  

25 And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did, when he 
was in need and was hungry, he and those who were with him: 26 how he 
entered the house of God, in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and 
ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the 
priests to eat, and also gave it to those who were with him?” 27 And he 
said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 
28 So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.” 

3.1 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a 
withered hand. 2 And they watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal 
him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3 And he said to the 
man with the withered hand, “Come here.” 4 And he said to them, “Is it 
lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?” 
But they were silent. 5 And he looked around at them with anger, grieved 
at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 
He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees went out 
and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to 
destroy him. 

 

 
  



The Gospel According to Mark 
Mark 2. 23-3.6 

Lord of the Sabbath 
 
I. A Serious Accusation (vs. 23-24) 
 

If you go into your neighbor's standing grain, you may pluck the ears with your hand, 
but you shall not put a sickle to your neighbor's standing grain. 

Deuteronomy 23.25 

 
 
 
II. A Shocking Announcement (vs. 25-28) 
 
 

A. Jesus corrected their understanding of _________________ 
 
 

B. Jesus corrected their understanding of the ______________ 
 
 

C. Jesus corrected their understanding of _________________ 
 
 
III. A Pointed Demonstration (vs. 1-6) 
 

“… so that they might accuse him.” 

 
 
 
 
IV. Two Responses 
 

A. We must take great care in our application of God’s Word. 
 
 

B. We must find our rest in Christ and His obedience. 
  



Sermon Quotes and References: 
 

The Mishnah lists thirty-nine classes of work that profane the Sabbath, 

including those we might expect, such as plowing, hunting, and 

butchering, and those we would not, such as tying or loosening knots, 

sewing more than one stitch, or writing more than one letter … Such 

scrupulousness inevitably resulted in novel rulings. For example, it was 

forbidden to set a dislocated foot or hand on the Sabbath, or to repair a 

fallen roof (though it might temporarily be propped up). The rabbis 

endeavored to offer a rule, or at least a precedent, for every conceivable 

Sabbath question. The comprehensiveness of the tradition is revealed in 

the following ruling: if a building fell down on the Sabbath, enough 

rubble could be removed to discover if any victims were dead or alive. If 

alive, they could be rescued, but if dead, the corpses must be left until 

sunset. 

James Edwards, The Gospel According to Mark 

 

 

 

They were patient, thorough, and methodical in searching the Scriptures . 

. . And their knowledge was no mere theoretical orthodoxy. They sought 

to 'reduce to practice' (their own phrase) all that God taught them. They 

yoked their consciences to his Word, disciplining themselves to bring all 

activities under the scrutiny of Scripture, and to demand a theological, as 

distinct from a merely pragmatic, justification for everything that they 

did. 

JI Packer, 

A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian Life 

  



Providence Activities January 15, 2023 
 

Task Schedule This Week Next Week 

Greeting Upper-Level ................ Croll ........................................ McKenna 
Greeting Lower-Level ................ S. Fodale ................................. Brand / M. Beatrice 
Coffee Fellowship Host ............. Rhodes / J & M Herring .......... Van Camp / Achenbach 
Nursery ...................................... C. Lacock / K. Ruiz ................... Croll 
Nursery Helper .......................... K. Zimmerman / J. Dietz ......... K. Opdycke / A. Lacock 
Sound Booth .............................. Nick (B) / Heather (L) .............. Ethan (B) / Isaac (L) 
Congregational prayer led by .... Andy Economopoulos ............ Andy Economopoulos 
Deacon of the Month ................ Jon Waltenbaugh ................... Jon Waltenbaugh 
 

This Week: 
Today .................. B. & C. Lacock’s HFG, 12:30 p.m. at Lacock’s home, Quakertown 
 ........................... 3D Youth Group, 6:00 p.m. at church 
Monday .............. Senior Sisters “Stock the Pot” Event, 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday ........ Rev. Ron Zeigler guest speaker, Ministering to Those Serving In 

Government, 8:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall (See Insert) 
Thursday ............. Ladies Fellowship Lunch, 12:30 p.m. at Dominick’s Restaurant, QT 
Friday ................. Miles HFG, 7:00 p.m. at the Miles Home, Quakertown 
Saturday ............. Christ’s Cupboard Food Distribution/Outreach, 8:30 a.m. at church 

 
Future: 
January 29 .......... Independence Court Service, 2:00 p.m. Quakertown 
 ........................... Guest Missionary Speaker, Rachel Hart, 6:00 p.m. Providence 

Sanctuary 
 
 

 
  



  



  

  



 


