
The Gospel According to Ecclesiastes
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 

2  Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 

vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

3  What does man gain by all the toil 

at which he toils under the sun? 

4  A generation goes, and a generation comes, 

but the earth remains forever. 

5  The sun rises, and the sun goes down, 

and hastens to the place where it rises. 

6  The wind blows to the south 

and goes around to the north; 

around and around goes the wind, 

and on its circuits the wind returns. 

7  All streams run to the sea, 

but the sea is not full; 

to the place where the streams flow, 

there they flow again. 

8  All things are full of weariness; 

a man cannot utter it; 

the eye is not satisfied with seeing, 

nor the ear filled with hearing. 



9  What has been is what will be, 

and what has been done is what will be done, 

and there is nothing new under the sun. 

10  Is there a thing of which it is said, 

“See, this is new”? 

It has been already 

in the ages before us. 

11  There is no remembrance of former things, 

nor will there be any remembrance 

of later things yet to be 

among those who come after.

I.  Who?  “The Preacher”

II. “Vanity” = hebel [הֶ֥בֶל]

Psalm 39:5-6, 11
4 O Lord, make me know my end 

  and what is the measure of my days; 
  let me know how fleeting I am! 

5  Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, 
  and my lifetime is as nothing before you. 

Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath (hebel)! Selah 



6  Surely a man goes about as a shadow! 
Surely for nothing (hebel) they are in turmoil; 

  man heaps up wealth and does not know who will gather! 
11 When you discipline a man 

  with rebukes for sin, 
you consume like a moth what is dear to him; 

  surely all mankind is a mere breath (hebel)! Selah

Psalm 144:4
4  Man is like a breath (hebel); 

  his days are like a passing shadow. 

Proverbs 31:30
Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain (hebel), 

but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.

III.  Gain under the sun

C. S. Lewis in The Screwtape Letters:
“The horror of the Same Old Thing is one of the most valuable passions we have 
produced in the human heart - an endless source of heresies in religion, folly in 
counsel, infidelity in marriage, and inconstancy in friendship… Now just as we 
pick out and exaggerate the pleasure of eating to produce gluttony, so we pick 
out this natural pleasantness of change and twist it into a demand for absolute 
novelty. This demand is entirely our workmanship. If we neglect our duty, men will 
be not only contented but transported by the mixed novelty and familiarity of 
snowdrops this January, sunrise this morning, plum pudding this Christmas…The 
pleasure of novelty is by its very nature more subject than any other to the law of 
diminishing returns.”


