
The Gospel According to Ecclesiastes
Ecclesiastes 3:1-22

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

2  a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 

3  a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

4  a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

5  a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

6  a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

7  a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

8  a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 



9 What gain has the worker from his toil? 10 I have seen the business that God 

has given to the children of man to be busy with. 11 He has made everything 

beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he 

cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12 I perceived 

that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as 

they live; 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his 

toil—this is God’s gift to man. 

14 I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added 

to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that people fear before him. 

15 That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and 

God seeks what has been driven away. 

16 Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even there was 

wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even there was wickedness. 17 I 

said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time 

for every matter and for every work. 18  I said in my heart with regard to the 

children of man that God is testing them that they may see that they themselves 

are but beasts. 19 For what happens to the children of man and what happens to 



the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the same 

breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts, for all is vanity. 20 All go to 

one place. All are from the dust, and to dust all return. 21 Who knows whether the 

spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the earth? 

22 So I saw that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his work, 

for that is his lot. Who can bring him to see what will be after him? 

I.     Time, from Our Perspective (3:1-8)

II. Time, from God’s Perspective (3:9-22)



Our longing for justice is hardwired. Deny bereaved parents justice for their 
child’s killer, and there are no words for the terror and fury that can consume their 
hearts and overwhelm their broken home. Trample on someone’s rights and 
dignity and demean their self-worth and get off scot-free for having done so, and 
we give birth to the kind of indignation that can smoulder for decades with 
devastating effect. The world is not meant to be like this. Will there ever be a time 
for justice?

The answer is yes. God will retrieve every single injustice, and every single 
time, and every single activity. Every single deed that has ever broken his holy 
law and tarnished his beautiful world and damaged his image bearers - every 
one of those moments will be answerable to God. Every tear and every sighing 
sorrow for my wrongs, whether through things I have done or had done to me - 
each one will be sought out by the God who is perfect justice, truth, mercy, and 
love.

- David Gibson, Living Life Backward

Reflection Questions: 
1) What things do you seek to control?  What might it look like to surrender 

control to God?


2)  How could you have a wiser perspective on your time?


3)  What difference does the knowledge that there will come a time for judgment 
make to the worries you have at the moment?  (In other words, what difference 
would it make to our now to begin to live in the light of the fact that there will be 
a then?)


