
Glimpses of Glory 
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Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 

judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

Romans 14. 10-12 
I. A Question (or Two) to Answer 
 

What will the judgment seat of Christ be like?  
Will some Christians smell like smoke on Judgment Day? 

 
A. There will be a final judgment. 

 
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place 

was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then 
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according 
to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, 

and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 

thrown into the lake of fire. 
Revelation 20. 11-15 

 
B. Jesus Christ will be the judge. 

 
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father 

who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 

depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 
Matthew 7. 21-23 

 
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead … the Lord, the righteous Judge ... 2 Timothy 4.1, 8 

 
For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.  

And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.     John 5. 26-27 
 

C. All people are to be judged 
 
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him 
will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 
Matthew 25. 31-33 

D. The ground/basis of the judgment will be people’s deeds as well as the purposes of their hearts. 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done 
in the body, whether good or evil. 

2 Corinthians 5.10 



 2 
Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now 

hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God. 
1 Corinthians 4.5 

 
E. There will be rewards for obedience & differing degrees of glory based on faithfulness in this life. 

 
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who 

have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit 

eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 
Matthew 19. 28-30 

 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 

12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
Matthew 5. 11-12 

 
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 

 for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
Matthew 6.1 

 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who 

have loved his appearing. 
2 Timothy 4. 7-8 

 
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which 

God has promised to those who love him. 
James 1.12 

 
And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces & worshiped God, saying, 

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power 
    and begun to reign. The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, 

and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, 
and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.” 

Revelation 11. 16-18 
 
II. Two Passages to Consider 
 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building 
upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 
13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, & the fire will test 

what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a 
reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 

1 Corinthians 3. 10-15 
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We must never be afraid that, with the exposure and evaluation of our deeds, regret and remorse will spoil the bliss of 

heaven. If there be tears of grief for opportunities squandered, rewards lost, or sins committed, God will wipe them away 
(Rev. 20:4). The ineffable joy of forgiving grace will swallow up all sorrow, and the beauty of Christ will blind us to 

anything other than the splendor of who he is and what he has, by grace, accomplished on our behalf. 
Sam Storms, “The Judgment of Christ” 

 
 
 
 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 
17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as 

we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

 
5.1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 

3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being 
burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 

swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a 
guarantee. 

 
6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 

7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body 
and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has 

done in the body, whether good or evil. 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.  
2 Corinthians 4.16 - 5.11 

 
 


