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… not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption 
as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 

what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
Romans 8. 23-25 

I. A Question to Answer 
 

How can I prepare myself now for eternity to come? 
 

A. Live right now as you will be then. 
 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet 

appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure… 

 
8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in 
him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and 
who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his 

brother. 
1 John 3. 1-3, 8-10 

 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify 

for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
Titus 2. 11-14 

 
Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 

15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
1 Peter 1. 13-16 

 
He that would die well must always look for death, every day knocking at the gates of the grave, and then the lures of this shall 

never prevail against him to do him mischief. 
Jeremy Taylor 

 
B. Consider present difficulties thru the lens of the resurrection. 

 
For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened 

beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to 
make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver 

us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 
2 Corinthians 1. 8-10 

 
 



 2 
C. Let the promise of heaven later strengthen your faith & love now. 

 
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in 
the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it 

also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth… 
Colossians 1. 3-6 

 
D. Hold firmly to the Word of God & embrace any cost associated with such firmness. 

 
Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace … Jesus also 

suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp 
and bear the reproach he endured. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15 Through him then 

let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 16 Do not neglect to do 
good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

Hebrews 13. 9, 12-16 
 

E. Invest in others. 
 
But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and 
with great desire to see you face to face, 18 because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered 
us. 19 For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? 20 For you are our 

glory and joy. 
1 Thessalonians 2. 17-20 

 
II. A Passage to Consider 
 
35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for their master to come 

home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed 
are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for 

service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the 
third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known 
at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for 

the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 

41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” 42 And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful 
and wise manager, whom his master will set over his household, to give them their portion of food at the proper 

time? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you, he will set 
him over all his possessions. 45 But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to 
beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on a 

day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put him with the 
unfaithful. 47 And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act according to his will, will 

receive a severe beating. 48 But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light 
beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted 

much, they will demand the more. 
Luke 12. 35-48 

 


