
Digging Deep: Exploring the Joy of Systematic Theology 
Class 19: The Doctrine of God, part 15 

The Holy Spirit (continued) 
 

“… this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 
John 17. 3 

 
The Role of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament 

 
I. In the Ministry of Jesus 
 

A. His incarnation 
 
… the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
Luke 1.35 

 
B. His growth & maturing 

 
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him … 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
Luke 2. 40, 52 

 
31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way. 
He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his 
testimony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent 
utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given 
all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see 

life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 
John 3. 31-36 

 
C. His baptism 

 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were 

opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

Luke 3. 21-22 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 

oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 
Luke 4. 18-19 

 
D. His temptation 
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And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty 

days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was hungry 
… And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the 

surrounding country. 
Luke 4. 1-2, 14 

 
E. His Ministry 

 
… if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

Matthew 12.28 
 

… you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 
proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good 

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
Acts 10. 37-38 

 
F. His death 

 
For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the 
purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
Hebrews 9. 13-14 

 
G. His resurrection & declaration 

 
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised 

beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord … 
Romans 1. 1-4 

 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 
Romans 8. 11 

 
II. In the Ministry of the Apostles 
 

A. By indwelling & empowering them for ministry 
 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, 

since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
 

17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18 even on 
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my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will 

show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, 
    blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 

    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who 
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 
22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and 

wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 
Acts 2. 14-22 

 
B. By authenticating & confirming the inspiration of the Scriptures 

 
“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 

concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 
Acts 1.16 

 
And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had made one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right 

in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet… 
Acts 28.25 

 
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy 

was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
2 Peter 1. 20-21 

 
C. By providing witness for their authority 

 
Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of 
the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not 
at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 

Acts 5. 3-4 
 
III. In the Work of Redemption 
 

How does the Holy Spirit help us? 
 

The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin, comforts us, guides us, gives us spiritual gifts and the desire to obey God, 
and he enables us to pray & understand God’s Word. 

New City Catechism, Q&A 37 
 

A. Indwelling presence 
 

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 
1 Cor. 3.16 

 
B. Source of wisdom 
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For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends 
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who 

is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not 
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

2 Cor. 2. 11-14 
 

C. Source of our justification & sanctification 
 
And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
1 Cor. 6.11 

 
D. Source of our transformation 

 
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 

degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
2 Cor. 3.18 

 
E. Giver of (equipper with) gifts 

 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and 
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, 
and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 12 For 
just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit. 

1 Cor. 12. 4-13 
 

F. Guarantee of what has been promised 
 

For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would 
be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing 

is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
2 Cor. 5. 4-6 

 
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed 
with the promised Holy Spirit,  who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 

praise of his glory. 
Eph. 1. 13-14 


