
Digging Deep: Exploring the Joy of Systematic Theology 
Class 1: The How’s & Why’s of Systematic Theology 

 
“… this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 

John 17.3 
 

Key questions to answer as we begin our class … 
1. What is systematic theology? 
2. Why is it helpful (even necessary) to study systematic theology? 
3. How do we do systematic theology? 
4. Are there any foundational principles for good systematic theology? 
5. What did Jesus have to say about systematic theology? 

 
I. What is Systematic Theology? 
 

“Developing from the Scriptures an orderly framework for understanding each of the subjects  
that the Bible teaches with the goal of loving God and knowing Jesus.” 

 
“Systematic theology looks at the whole Bible & tries to understand all that God says on a given subject.” 

 
Good systematic theology is rooted in 2 things: 
 

a. Good exegesis (exegesis = what you do when you look at a single text of Scripture & try to discern 
what the author intended to communicate to his original audience). 

 
b. Sound theology 

 
Theology does not have to distort exegesis. Done well, it can help provide guardrails for the interpretive process, honor the 
unity of Scripture, and throw a spotlight on the most important and most difficult issues arising from the Word of God. 

Moises Silva, Interpreting Galatians 
 
II. Why Do We Need to Do Systematic Theology? 
 

- How many types of literature & genre are in the Bible? 
- How many men “wrote” the Bible? 
- Over how many years was the Bible written? 
- In how many languages was the Scriptures written? 

 
… when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,  

to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
Galatians 4. 4-5 

 
III. How Do We “Do” Systematic Theology? 
 

1. Establish a “scene” 
2. Gather evidence 
3. Organize evidence 
4. Draw conclusions 
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5. Substantiate conclusions 
6. Consider next steps 

 
IV. Are There Any Foundational principles for Good Systematic Theology? 
 

1. The authority of the Bible 
2. The unity of the Bible 
3. The coherence of the Bible 

 
V. What Did Jesus Have to Say About Systematic Theology? 
 

That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were 
talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus 
himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is 

this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of 
them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of 

Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests 
and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to 

redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of 
our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came 

back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went 
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, 
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
Luke 24. 13-27 


